Tracey Pawlosk

Fittsburgh Voyager Teacher Trainirg Warkshop
Environmental Sclence Sessinng: Fabruary 28 and March &, 2005

Lesson Plans

SUBJECTS: Language Arts

GRADE LEVEL: 7

LENGTH: One 88 minuts Language Arts double period

TORIC: Anzlyze poelry about aquatic inseota

CEJECTIVES.

STANDARDS:

MATERIALS:

“Budents will work co-operatively with a parinar

“siudents will orally read postry \a improve flusney

*Biudents will listen to poetry to strengthen fistening skilks

“After reading the poerms, students will dascribe tha four insacts
ty writing a desctiptive naragraph ateut twé of the insacts,
facusing on the appearance, movemert and adaptations of
aquatic nsects

“After reading the poems, students will draw pictures of the same
two inzects about which thay wrote the descriptive paragraphs
*Stwdents will compane their drawings and descriptive paragraphs
cf the ingects described in the poems to sciantdic descriptions
and dustrations and examine them for accuracy

*after reading posrms about four different insects, shadents will
anakyze aach poam for; metaphors, similes, parsonification,
alliggration, imagery, iene, action verba, adjectives

*Students will write & “poem for two voices" about

any aquabic form of iife found in the Alleghany River or any land
animai ar bird Found along the river'a edge.

Refer to attached Penngylvania Academic Standsrds Categoriss
for Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening (Grades 8) for those
srandards which appty to the Language Arts section of thiz lasson

*Coples of the tallowing poems taken from Joyful Noise: Poens fof
LTwa Moleas by Paul Flesischman, Hamper Trophy 1QEE

“Water Biriders" pages 5 -7

“May flies” pages 8 -10

"Water Buatman” pages 2t - 22

"Whirligin Beetles’ pages 32 - 33




FROCEDURE:

EVALLIATICN:

HOMEWORK:

2.

“si@rtific ilustrations and written desoriptions of the Insects listed
above
*plain white paper, lined writing paper
"pink and yaflopw highlightars
Telorat pencils, crayons, and markers _

“handouts defining a variety of postic and literary terms including
atfitaration, imagery, repetition, tona, metaphar, simile, and
parsanification
‘mandouts defining action verhs and adisctives
*subric for written poem assignment
“handouts cutlining directions for panner ang indspandent
activities

*Disfributa copies of the four poems listed abova
*Select paies of students to orally read the poems to the entire
elass
“After orally reading all fpur poems, have students get together
with & partnsr i comphate the tallowing activities:
* WWith yallow highlighter, hightight al! actior varbs in poem
*With pink tighlightar, highlight all adiectives in poem
*|ldentlfy all fiquras of speach in poem
*Identify examplas of alliteration and repetition and the
effectivenass of each
*One student In the group will draw piclures of twa of the
insects, and the other student will draw pichires of the other
o inzects deseribed in the poems
*One stadent will wrike deseriptive paragragphs about the
hwo insects drawn and the ather student will writa
descriptive paragraphs about the other two insscts drawn
*After the drawings and deseriptive paragraphs an
completed, students will compare Beir accuracy o sciantific
descriptions and illustrations
*Al students will then post their wark on the clagsroom bulletin
boards - one board far each ifsect (drawings and descripbive
paragraphs)
*Conclude with a group diacussion of the lgssan’s ﬂhjec:twas

“Teacher obsersation
*Beores on descriptive paragraphs based on rubnc
“Follow-up quiz o action verbs, adjectives, figurative language

Wiita a shoft "poem for bwo" about any agqueatic farm of life living in
the Allegheny River or any bird ar land animat living along tha
rver's edge
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Pa. Academic Standards — Grade 8

1.1.8 Learning to Read Independently — Grade §

1.1.8A

l.1.EB

1L1EC

1.1.8D

1.1.8E

1.1.3F

1.1.8G

1.1.8 H

Locate appropriate texts (lierature, information, documents) fos
an assigned purpose before reading.

[dentify and use common organizational structures and graphic
features to comprehend information.

Use knowledge of root words as well as context clues and
glossaries 1o understand specialized vocabulary in the content
areas during reading. Use these words accurately in speaking and
writing,

Tdentify basic facts and ideas in text using specific strategies (c.g.
recall genre characteristics, set a purpose for reading, generate
essential questions as aids to comprehension and clarily
understanding through reveading and discu ssiomn)

Expand a reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using
idioms snd words with literal and figurative meanings. Use 2
dictionary or related reference.

Underetand the meaning of and apply key vocabulary across the .
various subject areas.

Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of
hath fiction and nonfiction texd, including public documents.
« Make, and suppert evidence, assertions about texts,
« Compare and contrast texts using themes, seftings, ¥
gheracters and ideas. _ .
«  Make extensions to related ideas, topics or information. i
e [lescribe the context of 2 document.
e Analyze the positions, arguments and evidence in public
documeanls. |

Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading.
s Tead familiar materials aloud with accuracy
« Self-correct mistakes
s+ Use appropriate rhythm, flow, meter and pronunciation
+ PRead a variety of genres and types of text
o Eecommend: 25 books/year




1.2.8 Reading Critically in All Content Areas — Grade §

1284 Fead and vnderstand essential content of informational texis
and documents in all academic areas,

« Differentiate fact from opinion utilizing resources that go

beyvond traditional text (e newspapers, magazines and
periodicals) to electronic media,

« Distinguish between essential and nonessential
information zcrass texts and going beyond texts to a
variety of media; identify bias and propaganda where
present,

+  Draw inferences based on a variety of information
SOLICEs,

» Evaluate text organization and content to determine the
author’s purpose and effectiveness according to the
author's theses, accuracy and thoroughness.

1.2.8B Use and understand s variety of media and evaluate the
quality of material produced.,

o Compare and analyze how different media offer a
unique perspective on the information presented.

o Analyze the techniques of particular media messages and
their effect on a targel andience.

s Use, desipn and develop a media project thal expands
understanding (e g. authors and words from a particular
historical period).

122 C Produce work in at least one literary genre that follows the
conventions of the gonre,




1.3.8  Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature — Grade 8

1.3.8A

1.3EB

P3EC

1.3.8D

1.3.8E

lAEF

i
Read and understand works of literature.

Analyze the use of literary elements by an author including
characterization, setting, plot, theme, point of view, tone and
style.

Analyze the effect of various literary devices.
¢ Sound technigques {¢.2. rhyme, chythm, meter,
alliteration)
» Figurative language (2.g. persenification, simile,
metaphor, hyperbole, allusion).

ldentify poctic forms {e.g. ballad, sonnet, couplet)

Analyze drama o determine the reasons for a character®s actions
taking into account the situation and basic motivation of the

character,

Fead and respend Lo nonfiction and fiction including poetry and
drama.




1.48. Types of Writing — Grade 8

1484

1.4.8B

l.4.8C

L.4.8D

Write short sforics, poems and plays.

L4

a

Apply varying organizational methads.

Use relevant illustrations.

Utilize dialogue.

Apply literary contlict.

[nclude literary elements (Standacd 1.3.5.B.),
Use literary devices (Standard 1.3.8.C.).

=

Write multi-paragraph informational pieces {e.g., letiars,
descoiplions, reports, instructions, essays, articles, inferviews).

Include canse and effect.

Develop a problem and solution when appropriata to the topic.
Use relevant graphics (e.g., maps, charts, graphs, tables,
illustrations, photographs).

Use primary and secondary sources.

Write persuasive pieces.

L]

Maintain a written record of activities, course work, experience,

Include a clearly stated position or opinion.

Include convincing, elaborzted and properly cited evidence.
Develop reader interest.

Anticipate and cownter reader concerns and arguments,

honors and interests,




1.5.3. Quality of Writing — Grade 8

L

1.5.8A

1.5.88

|.5.8C

1.5.8E

1.5.8F

1.3.8G

VWrite with a gharp, distinct focus.
s ldentify topic, task and audience.
« [stablish a single point of view.

wWrite using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

s (Gather, determing validity and reliability of and organize
information.

« Employ the most effective format for purpose and audience,

e Write paragraphs that have details and information specific 1o
the topic and relevant 1@ the [ocus.

Write with controlled andior subtle organization.

« Sustain a logical order within sentences and between
paragraphs using meaningul transitions.

s Esizblish topic and purpose in the introduction.

. [piterale the topic and purpess in the conclusicn,

wWrite with an understanding of the stylistic aspects of
composition.

»  Usc different types and lengths of senlences

. Lze tone and veics through the use of precise language.

Revise writing afier rethinking logic of orpanization and
rechecking central idea, comtent, paragraph development, level of
detail, style, wond and word cholce.

Fdit writing using ¢he conventions of language.

o Spell comman, frequently wsed words correctly.

+ Use capital leters correctly.

« Punctuate cormectly {periods, exclamation points, question
marks, commas, quataticn murks, apostrophes, calons,
gemicolons, pm-:nlh-:s.es.}. _

e Use nouns, pronouis, verbs, adjectives, acverhs, conjunclions,
prepositions, and interjections property.

e Uz complele sEntences (simple, compounid, complex,
declarative, interropative, exclamatory and imperative).

Present and/or defend written work for publication when
appropriate.




1.6.8. Speaking and Listening - Grade 8

684

1.6.8B

1.6.5C

1.6.8D

1.6.8F

Listen to others.

*  Ask probing questions,

» Analyze information, ideas and opinions to determine
relevancy.

s Take notes when needed.

Listen to selections of literature (fiction and/or nonfiction)
s Relate them to previous knowledge,

» Predict content/events,

»  Summarize evens and identify the significant points.

+ ldentify and define new words and concepts.

Amnalyze the selections,

Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.
s IJse complete sentences.

» Pronounce words correctly.

»  Adjust volume 1o purpose and audicnee,

«  Adjust pace to convey meaning,

«  Add stress (emphasis) and inflection o enhance meaning.

Contribute to discussions.

s Ask relevant, probing questions.

» Respond with relevant information, ideas or reasons in support
of opinions expressed.

« Listen to and acknowledge the contributions of others.

e Adjust tone and invalvement 1o encourags equitable
participation.

s Clarify, illustrate or expand on a response when asked.

Present support for opinions.

Paraphrase and summatize, when prompied.

Participate in small and large group discussions and
presentations.

o Initiate everyday conversation,

« Select a topic and present an oral reading.

«  Conduct interviews as part of the research process.
s Organize and participate in informal debates.

sz media for learning purposes.

+ Describe how the media provides information that is
sometimes accurate, sumetimes biased based on a point of
view or by the opinion or beliefs of the presenter.

+ Amnalyze the role of advertising in the media.

e  Create a multimedia (e.g. film, music, compute r-graphic)
presentation for display or transmission.

i




